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Vienna, March 2010 
Dear Participant, 
 
On behalf of the Directorate for Security Policy at the Austrian Ministry of Defence and Sports, the Insti-
tute for Peace Support and Conflict Management at the National Defence Academy in Vienna and the 
PfP Consortium of Defence Academies and Securities Studies Institutes, we would like to invite you to 
participate at the 20th Workshop of the PfP Consortium Study Group “Regional Stability in South 
East Europe”, entitled 
 

”15 Years of Peace-Building Activities in the Western Balkans – 
Lessons Learnt and Current Challenges” 

 
23-26 April 2010 

Chateau Rothschild in Reichenau/Rax, Austria 
 
The PfP Consortium Study Group on ”Regional Stability in South East Europe” (RSSEE) seeks to assess 
the situation in the South East European Region through enhanced international co-operation and strate-
gic research on an academic level. The main focus is to elaborate major problem areas and work on possi-
ble solutions. By participating at the workshop, the participants seek to contribute to the creation and 
improvement of academic networking in the field of Security Policy in the South East European Region. 
 
Since the signing of the Dayton Peace Accord in November 1995 and the end of the Kosovo war in June 
1999, the Western Balkans has become an important area for international actors engaged in peace sup-
port activities to put their tools and concepts for building peace in war-torn societies to the test. Enor-
mous financial and personnel resources have been invested from the international side since 1995. Their 
main goals were to help regional actors to overcome the ethno-territorial conflicts, to build, respectively 
rebuild, well-functioning state institutions, to foster the building of democratic political systems and to 
initiate cooperative processes between the former parties of conflict. 
 
However, the results achieved after 15 years of peace-building engagement in the Western Balkans should 
evoke neither too euphoric nor too pessimistic attitudes. In terms of military security, the Balkan peace 
processes can be regarded as mostly successful. On the other hand, lasting tensions caused by ethno-
political and/or territorial issues and differently perceived “truths” about the previous wars by regional 
actors paralleled by half-assed reforms conducted in political environments with partly continuing criminal 
networks further represent huge challenges in the processes of conflict transformation.  
 
We are looking forward to an interesting workshop, a lively debate and your respective input to this note-
worthy, and hopefully, successful event. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

Mag. Predrag Jureković 
National Defence Academy 

Mag. Andreas F. Wannemacher 
Directorate General for Security Policy 
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